Name:________________________________________          Date:________________________             Hr:_____

Responding to Reading Paragraph Rubric - composition book

______/5   Topic Sentence – (tells the reader what the paragraph will focus on)

______/5   Essay title, author’s name, and VERY BRIEF summary of article are included in the essay 

______/5   Claim – (states your stance/take on the topic – gives you something to argue)

______/5   Evidence – (select 1 – 2 quotes from the reading that will back up and support/prove your claim)

______/5   Explanation – (this is where you discuss the evidence that you provided in your own words…do not simply               
                                    interpret the evidence…discuss how it is relevant/important information that backs up your claim) 

______/5   Conclusion sentence – (your conclusion sentence is the final punch of the paragraph…be sure you leave the 
                                                          reader with something to think about related to your claim)

______/5   Grammar: punctuation/spelling/syntax/p.o.v./diction/no sentence variety/transitions
______/5    MLA citation format          Example:     “ quote ” (Lederer, par. 6). 
[bookmark: RES5e_ch08_p0053]If a source has numbered paragraphs, use “par.” (or “pars.”) in the parentheses: (Smith, par. 4). Notice that a comma follows the author’s name in this case.

______/40 = Total Score
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